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On the toth. day. of. Fanuary 72s | 
BY T HB Bl 
On ‘the Affair ot tie Tabay’ ahi Vpprten Com? 
Nate and i its Colony. of Caledonia, A 
Nonne mori fatius, vite quam ferre pudorem ? Clauids Oe ks 
 Pluris ages nunc funt, quam pric temporis annis : Ovid. 
BDINBORGGA, Printedin the Year, (170k a 


Re” obliged, at the defire of feveral Noble and 
P worthy Members of Parliament, to Print tha 
Difcourfe, I hope thofe, who heard me, will not -be of- 
fended, if they find it not exattly in the very precife 
Words and Sentences as I fpoke it; becaufe I muft 
acknowledge, I did not defign it for the Prefs, hav- 
ing never fo much astaken Notes of the Heads thereof, 
before I [poke it in Parliament: Yet this I can fay, tt 
is materially the fame, without either Addition or 
Diminution,.yea much the fame Words, if IT remem- 
ber well. } | | 
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A. Speech in Parliament, on the 10th. day of 
— Fanuary 1701, bythe Lord . Belhaven, oe. 


My Lord Chancelour,. | | 
E have here before usthe important Affair of our Zadian 
and African Company and Caledonia: The Company‘s. 
feveral Reprefentations and Petitions to this Honoura- 
ble Houfe, which give us avery diftinét, tho‘ melancholy account 
of that Affair, the Addrefles from moft of the Shires and Burghs of 
the Nation to this Parliament, together with the Parliamentary and 
- Natiosal Addreffes that have been formerly prefented to His Majefty 
for allowing the Parliament to fit, to take Cognizance of this. mat- 
tern particular, do fufficiently fhew. the Nation‘s great concern im: 
{o. Nationalan Interett. 
1 may therefore boldly. Affert, that there was never any. Seffion 
of Parliament fo much defired as this, nor from the refults of whofe 
Councils greater good or evil,fatisfaction or diffatisfaction,could a-. 
rife to the Nation. ‘ 
In {peaking then.to this National Affair,it concerns us to lay afide 
Heats & Animolities,Picques & Jealoufies, to the end that ina Na- 
tional concern there may at leaft appear a National Unity,and that 
what fhall bedone by this Honourable Houfe thereupon, may be 
Jook’d upon by the Nation as the refults of folid and found Reafon. 
and Reafoning, and not the effects and confequences of Our. too: 
- often fatal Picques and Paffions.. | 
Before I.go to the detail of this Important Affair of Caledonia, 1 
mutt look alittle back,and that not only with confideration of the 
Motives & Reafons which did induee Scotland to promotean African 
| & Indian Trade, but alfo with, regard to thefe which have engaged’ 
the whole World to encourage and cherifh Trade, & to Support: 
_and Protect Trading Companies in their juft Rights. and Priviledges, | 
| res Ae | 
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ee? 
_ My Lord, OF all the Changes and Revolutions that have been e- 
ver madein this World, thofe made.by Trade have been the moft. 
Univerfalynrn Ag hj : | 


x 


Kingdoms and Empires have had,and willkhave their Periods, but 
I think,I may fafely fay of Trade,that its dominion is more extenfive 
than, either the Roman or Grecian ever were, {oits continuance and 
duration, fhallbe as long as Sun and Moon endureth, andthe rea- 
fon is evident, becaufe the principles ofthe one are more'certain and 
demonftrative than thofe of the other. — <P ee 

Trade, My Lord, hath even altered the Principles of Reafon and 
reafoning, for amongftfome of the wifeft Grectzans, Poverty and con- 
tempt of Riches were thought not only the beft Shielcs of Defence, 
becau‘e not worth the Conquerors pains, but alfo the belt weapons 
for offence, becaufe a {pur and incitement to take from others what 
they wanted themfelves; yetthings are otherwife now, ‘he whofe 

Fortune it isto have the laft Penny, if rightly managed and apply- 
ed, he whocan, by force of Money, ‘make a Winter Campaign, 
encrea(ehis Warlike Inftruments moft, yea, [may add, who can’ 
fhoot mott Silver-Ball, isfareto Conquer. ~~ tine: 

So thatnow it isnot for Advantage and Profit only,that she World: 
becomes Trading, but in felf-defence and for’ Neceffity, fo that War 
it felfis becomea Trade, and Mars a Merchant. | te BL 

My Lord, Not to trouble this Honourable Houfe with the many 
probative Inftances and Examples recorded in the Annals and'Hiflo- 

ries of all Nations, yea even feen by this Age, in relation to what I 
have faid, I fhall only inftance one for all, and that is thefe of the 
Eftates of France, as moft proper for this Subject. : | 

Henry the 4th. of France, a Valorous and Prudent Prince, being 
allarmed by the Union of the Two Crowns of Scotland and England, 
in the Perfon of King Fames the 6h. and being afraid, left they thould 

be joyned in Body, as wellas Head, by which that Wife Prince did 
forefee much better, than we have yet been capable todo, the great 

Encreale of Trade and Power that would accrueto Britazn by fuch 

an 
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an Union, did therefore, in the Year 1603, fend over Monfieur Roj- 
ay, afterwards Duke of Sully, to England; his Publick Bufinefs was, 
to Congratulate King James, upon his Aceeffion- to the Crown of 
England, as his ancient Ally and Friend, and renew all former Leagues 
and Alliances between France and Britain: But under hand, as ap- 
pears from French Hiftory, he wasto endeavour all he could, to hin- 
der any Union of the two Kingdoms in one Body Politick, yea tho’ 
France and Spain were at that time in no very good Terms, yet their 
~ Ambafladours were ordered to joyn and.unite, in {topping our Uni- 
on: And if sve will but reflect and confider, how faint King James's 
Endeavours were at the time, how many Quarrels and Animofities 
there were fet on Foot betwixt the Courtiers of the one and the other 
Nation, yea how Cavalierly King fames proceeded and decided, in 
a Conference between the Presbyterians and Church of Eugland, 
concerning Ceremonies, (the then great Obftacle to an Union) and 
other things, we will be perfwaded, thefe Forreign Princes made no 
Ceremony to Foment our Differences, as [think they always thall 
_ have the Intereft to do, till our Divifionsmakeus a Prey tothe moft 
» Potent of our Neighbours. | SY 23 } 
—- Monfieur Rofny was alfo inflracted to make particular Enqut- 
ries, in relation to Manufagories and Shipping, and to engage feve- 
raj of the beft'Trades-Men to quite England for France, as they did. - 
~ After Monfleur Rofay’s Return, there were many Manuiactories, 
with large and ample Priviledges, fet on Foot, both at Paris, Orle- 
ans, and feveral other Places in France. | 
Thus the Foundation of Trade being laid by Henry the:Great, it 
was further’ profecuted by his‘Son, under the Prudent Conduct and 
Miniftry of Cardinal Richilieu, who, when made Guardian: ofthe 
Sea, ( as he fays himfelf in his Political Teftament ) that frawee had 
not one Ship of War at-Sea, what great Advance he made in a very 
few Years, ismoft admirable, he beat the Spawéards inva Sea Fight, 
and did fettle the Mediterranean Trade to good Advantage, and by 
a Noble AG, he caufed take off the Ignominy that Merchants lay 
| under 
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under, as not being under the Repute of Gentlemen: Cardinal Maffa. 
rine did yet make it his BufinefS to advance it further, I muft con- 
fe(s, all muft give place to what hath been done by this prefent 
Monarch. | pare 

_ My Lord, \ thall not go to theDetail of it, in telling you the great 
-Priviledges given to Trading Companies, with the Aififtance of the 
Royal Treafure to the Boot, neither to what Height this Naval Power 
hath come to ina few Years, but fhall only fay, that we have feen 
_ France continue an Eight Years War almoft again{t the United Power 
of Europe by. Land, yea even by Sea, make no inconfiderable Figure, 
again{t.the Formidable Force of Spain, England-and Alolland, and in 
my Opinion, with Advantage. 

Having now fpoken of the Neceffity of Trade, to make a King- 
dom Powerful in time of War, I fhall next confider the {pecial Care. 
taken in all Treaties of Peace, to have it fettled upon Advantageous 
Conditions, and that with a particular View, to our. Supine:Negli- 
gence, in the laft Treaty of Peace at Refwick. | | 

| My Lord, At the Treaty of Refwick-we find, in-a very fhort time, 
all Matters relating to Conquefts, Dominion, and Power were foon. 
decided; the King of France reftores to feveral Princes and Poten- 
tates Jarge Territories, many ftrong and impregnable Cities and. 
Forts: But when the Tariff came to be confidered, that was.a thing. 
of fuch import, that it-muft take a longer time, therefore there 
mutt Commiflioners meet upon it: And-tho: there be three- Years. 
and more fince the War ended, I know not yet, whether all things 
in relation:‘to Trade be yet well adjufted ;. What Care our Parlia- 
ment and Privy Council took, to have. our Priviledges.and {mmu- 
nities in France, which were very great, confidered and reftored, 
is but-too well known; and Iam afhamed my felf, to:put them in 
Mind of their Negligence, only I mutt fay, that by. their Uncon- 
cernednefS inthe things of the Nation, and by our Kings'being 
Strangers, and never refiding with us, ever fince the Union of the 
Two Crowns, we. have neither. been confidered in.Times of War, 

nor. | 
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ror Treaties of Peace; fo'that it is no wonder, if fome Blundering 


Bullies, in both Houfés of the Parliament of Exgland, give us Names: 


of Poverty, and worfe. — He 
During the Jate War, tho we furnifhed a moft confiderable and’ 
valuable Number of Regiments, yet we had neither Name nor ~ 


- Pott of Honour. 


Ifany Noble Action was performed by Scots-Men, all was faid 
to be done by the Augiz/h; If we pretended to Precedency as Guards, 


Royal Regiments, or the like, we were then not Englifh, that’s in. 


plain £xglifh nothing: For: if Scots, we had as Jutt a Pretence of 
Competition with the Avglifb, as they had of Precedency over the 


— Datch. 


In the Treaty of Peace, we were confidered neither as Parties, 


Allies nor Auxiliaries; not as Party, becaufe we had no Plenipoten- 
tiary there; not as Allies, becaufe our diftinét and National Privi- 


ledges and Rights were not fo much as under Confideration; not as 
Auxiliaries, becaufe no previous Paction with our Nation; neither 
were we treated asthe Swiffers, and other Auxiliaries ufe to ke; fo 
_that,upon the whole Matter,when it fhall be asked, Octavo quid retue 
limus Anno> \ can give no’better Anfwer, than what Heary Wynd 


got for his Valiant Fighting in the North-Inch of St. Fohbnfton, in 


the Days of our King Robert the Third, which was Halt a Crown, 


a Cott-Houfe, and Maintainance for his Life; yea I think fcarcely 


fo much, confidering the great Care thats taken, to purge and keep 
out-our Countrey-Men from any Military Offices in England, and 
the little Care they have taken, to provide for the broken Officers 
of our Nation, who have ferved under their Name in Flanders. 
But; My Lord, To come clofe to the Matter in hand, the great 
Hopes and Expedtations we had, in carrying on a Trade to Africa 
and the Zndies, the general Alacrity-and Forwardnefs that appeared 
‘in Perfons of all Ranks and Qualities to promote the fame, made 
thefé Injuries pafs then unregarded and unrefented. 
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My Lord, \ muft fay, never any Nation in. Europe provided a lar- 
ger Stock for (ich an Undertaking at their firft up-fetting, never 
was any Project of Trade managed by Perfons of greater Quality or 
Integrity, without any Charge to the Common Stock. Never was 
there a better Equipage of Ships and Men, with all things neceflary 
for fuch a Defign, and yet, by the Malice of our Enemies, all our 
Endeavouts have proved unfuccefsiul ana Abortive. | 
For no fooner had we an Act of Parliament, and His Majefty's 
Letters Patent thereupon, for carrying on a Trade to Africa and the 
Indies, tho’ we were very Communicative to our Neighbours of 
England of all the Advantages that might arife in the Profecution 
thereof. 7 ) | 
I fay, no fooner had our A@ a Being, but all our Neighbours 
were allarmed with it, that as our Nation had that Honour, never 
to be Conquer'd by the Romans, fo they fhould have the Honour, to 
endeavour we fhould never be Conquerd by Trade,which is as much 
as to fay; That, as things go now, we hall be Slaves for ever. 
So-our Act mut be attacked in it’s Swadling Cloaths, and perfe- 
outed in its Infancy, and that our dear Brethren of England might 
fave the Honour to give us the deadly blow at one Stroke, that 
there miglit be no need to ftrike again, they endeavoured to per- 
(wade our mot Excellent and Gracious King, our Deliverer and Be- 
refactor, under whofe Protection and Countenance, we hoped to 
have done valiantly, 1 mutt fay again, they endeavoured to per- 
wade him, that he was ill ferved in Scet/and, by the granting of 
that Act. : yh 
Not only fo, but they arraigned the Ad it felf, put their own 
Gloffes upon it, cited the Scots Commiflioners beiore both. their 
Houles, to give an Account ofan Act pafs'd in a Scots Parliament, 
impeached the Nominees before the Lords; and, as by their Votes 
and Addrefles is evident, ftruck at the Independency of the Nation, 
through the Bowels of the Company, they refted not fatished with 
all the‘e Injuries, but purfued us to Forreign Countries, and moft 
| infolently 


9 less 
jnfolently and impudently, without Warrant from His Majefty, 
their Refidents did not only attack the Company, but, by Confe- 
“quence, the whole Trade of the Nation, and, its Sovereignity, by 
their Infamous Memorial at Hamburgh. 
When, notwithftanding of all their Malice, by the. Firmnefs and 
-Refolution of the Company, Equipments were forwarded, and un- 
der Sail for America, yet their wicked Defigns over-run us, even to 
the New World, -as if, of all the World, Scotland and Scots-Men 
“vere to be efteem’d the only Hereticks, for believing the Antipodes. 
My Lord, The Barbarity and Inhumanity of thefe Proclamations, 
and the more Unnatural Profecution of them, .and that pretended to 
‘be done by His Majefty’s Order, when the contrary is. evident by 
the Warrants themfelves, are fuch unpardonable Injuries and Affronts 
to thé Law of Nature, the Law of Nations, and.to us and our Com- 
“pany, that I want both Words and Names to exprefs their Characters. 
|e Yea indeed, My Lord, I mutt ftop, for I find Old C aledonia-Blood 
‘too hot inmy Veins, my Pulfe beats too quick for my Tongue, my 
‘Heart is too large for my Breaft, and my Choler for my Reafon: 
Therefore, left! offend this Houfe by fome indecent and angry Ex- 
pteffions, I fhall come to the Application, | | 
only I muft fay, Let any Scots-Man eat *. The Printed Collection of 
this Book that’s in my Hand, * and he thall all the Publick Papers relat 
find it as bitter as Gall in his Belly, as at 75” the Company. 
prefent I find it in mine. | 
‘The next thing then to be fpoken unto, is what this High Court 
of Parliament, the Great Council of the Nation, will do in fo Im- 
‘portant and National Affairs. | m 
My Lord, its a Principlein Law, Id poffumus quod jure poffumus, 
and by this Principle, both in Juftice, Law and Reafon, we might 
lawfully do more than either we can, or fhoulddo, if wecould. 
But the Queftion now is, What in Prudence we ought to do, both 
for the Vindication of the Independency: of our Kingdom and Natt- 
on, for the continuing and {upporting our Company, in the Appli- 
Byeuuks B Cation 
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cation of the A& of Parliament, and for Satisfaction to the People, | 
who are in a Ferment, becaufe-of fuch Mal-Treatments. 

For Anfwer, I think our Refolutions may be reduced to Two. 
Heads, “the Firft is, That we declare againft the Injuries done to |: 
us by the Two Houfes of Parliament in England, and their Encroach- | 
ments and Invafions upon the Independency and Sovereignity of the | 
Nation, by their Actings and Proceedings, as alfo, that of the //am- 
burgh-Memorial, and Weft-India: Proclamations.. 


For the Second, That we affert Scotland’s Right to, and the King | 
, 


of Scotland’s Sovereignity over the Colony of Caledonia, in the [j/th- 
wus. of Darien in America, as.allo, to ratify and approve the Appli- 
‘cation that the Company hath made by fettling there, contorm to} 
the Act and Letters Patent thereupon. ) 
- For the Firft, it is fo plain and evident, that I need not ufe Ar-} 
guments with this Honourable Houfe to perfwade them: For the} 
‘Second; it’s evident not only Pofitively,. but Negatively. } 
Firft Negatively, That the King of Spaix had neither Right nor 
Pofleffion is evident, and, to the Conviction of the-World, made} 
“apparent by the Memorials, in Anfwer-to thofe of the Spanifh Am-| 
bafladour, given inby Iwo Eminent Lawyers. here prefent, thei 
Lord Prefident and the Advocat. 
Next Pofitively, Our Right is unqueftionable, by the full and. 
free Confent and Surrender of the Natives poflefling, and having! 
- Right .to the {aid Settlement, which are here lying in the Clerks: 
Hands. eT 
My Lord, Since thefe things are evident, } hope the Objection 
of our being difpoffefs'd will have no Weight with this Honourable: 
Houfe. | he 
For what Man is there, that is illegally and violently difpoflefs d 
of his Rightful inheritance, that will not declare his Right before any: 
competent Judicature, in order to his Re-poffeffion. And I hope; 
‘ghe Reprefentatives of the Nation: will not: be le. diligent and. ac- 
‘tive in a National Concern of the like: Natures. | 
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Therefore \ thall ufe no further Arguments, becaufe I need not, 
fee Approbation and Attention in the Countenance ofall the Mem- 
bers of this Honourable Court of Parliament, | fhall then, for your 
‘Encouragement, conclude this Melancholly Theme, with a Hope: 
ful Paralel taken out of our own Hiftory, and leave the Application. 
‘to your felves. | ih 
- The Pidts being over-powered by their Neighbours, the Brittons 
demanded fuccour from the Scots, whichthey willingly aforded them; 
‘by their help, the Britons. were repulfed ; fo that the Scots and Picts 
Married,and gave in Marriage and lived like one People, in time the 
‘Piédts and Brittons.joyned together againft the Scors, and were fo fuc-. 
cefsfullintheir attempts, that. they foreed the Scots to abdicate old 
‘Caledonia: Did our Noble Predeceffors give over thoughts or endea- 
vour for their own re-eftablifhment ? No, for thonear 17 Years they 
wanted Poffeffion, yet they made feveral unfuccefstull attempts, till 
at laft there came a Fergus the Second, who repofies’d himfelf of 
of his Rightfull Inheritance, and after him came a Kenneth the Third. 
who rooted out the treacherous Pzéis: The Romans. and Danes, con-. 
quered the Bréttous, the Danesand Normans the Saxous, fo that by 
the Providence of God, we are at this day the only Ad-crigines of 
great Brittain. | 

Let us then, My Lord, imitatethe Mavortia. Pettera of our Noble 
Progenitors, and let us Remember we have a Warlike,Valiant and 
Noble King of the Ferguftan Blood, and that we are of the Succefsion 
) of our valiant Anteceflors,and will beefteemed as fuch, if we imitate 
theirexample; andwe know notas yet, where, or from whence a 
_ blefsing may come. 
| Therefore, chat in themean-time we may do our Duty, and go 
through the» Affair in hand according to the Priority of time,J {hall 
endeavour to make the firft Propofal of a Refolve to this Houfe and’ 
leave the reft ta: others, which / fhall read here in my place,and give 
it in-then:to:the:Clerk.. And itis this,, 
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